
IT IS THE PRAYER OF THE POOR IN SPIRIT THAT PIERCES THE CLOUDS, NOT 
THAT OF THOSE WHO ARE SELF-RIGHTEOUS, SELF-OPINIONATED. 
 
A man came to Buddha with an offering of flowers in his hands. Buddha looked at 
him and said, "Drop it!" He could not believe he was being asked to drop the 
flowers. But then it occurred to him that he was probably being invited to drop the 
flowers he had in his left hand, since to offer something with one's left hand was 
considered impolite. So, he dropped the flowers that his left hand held. Still 
Buddha said, “Drop it!” This time he dropped all the flowers and stood empty 
handed before Buddha, who once again said with a smile, "Drop it!" Perplexed, 
the man asked, "What is it I am supposed to drop?" "Not the flowers, son, but the 
one who brought them," was Buddha's reply. Thus, Buddha was calling all 
devotees to come before God poor in spirit, divorced from oneself, and not to 
come like the proud Pharisee of the Gospel, who stood before God as an "I" 
specialist, singing his own praises, off key, of course! 
 
The Pharisee was telling God about all the good things he was doing for him, 
"praying, fasting, tithing, keeping laws" (Lk 18:12). He was almost demanding God 
to admire and approve of him. Through this Pharisee, Jesus is warning us against 
self-righteous ness, the devil's masterpiece which has become the family disease 
of all the children of Adam, clinging to us as skin clings to the body. He is warning 
us against the self-opinionated attitudes of an egoist, whose self-importance 
makes his mind shrink while his head swells. He is warning us of conceit, which 
is not the same as self-confidence, for confidence is keeping your chin up, 
whereas conceit is sticking your neck out. In short, Jesus is warning us against 
every form of pride. Oh, how grateful I am to that teacher who gave me her parting 
advice on my leaving school: "Be not proud of face, place or grace!" In fact, pride 
and grace dwelt never together in one place, for pride dines on vanity and sups on 
contempt. 
 
The proud place themselves at a distance from others and seen through that 
distance, others perhaps appear little to them, even contemptible, as the tax-
collector appeared to the Pharisee. "O God," he prayed, "I thank you that I am not 
like the rest of men or even like this tax-collector" (Lk 18:11). How morally 
contemptuous his words are! Moral contempt is far greater indignity and insult 
than any kind of crime. We can feel good about our virtues and gifts, but genuine 
self-esteem is ruined by arrogant self-righteousness that judges others.  
 
It is so difficult to be humble, and yet, it is "the prayer of the humble that pierces 
the cloud and does not rest till it reaches its goal" (Sir 35:17); because only the 
humble can fully appreciate the grace of God.If pride and madness go together, 
so do humility and sanity. 


